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The Protection and Preservation of Cultural Heritage
Regions Law

o (The State Peace and Developmeut Council Law No 9/98)
The S5th Waning Day of Tawthalin, 1360 ME
(10th September, 1998)

The State Peace and Development Council hereby
enacts the following Law:—

CHAPTER 1
Title and Definition

1.  This Law shall be called the Protection and Pre-

_servation of Cultural Heritage Regions Law. ’

2. The following expressions contained in this Law

shall have the meanings given hereunder:-

(a) Cultural Heritage means ancient monument
or ancient site which is required to be pro-
tected and preserved by reason of its
historical, cuitural, artistic or anthropological
value;

Ancient Monument includes the following

that have existed before 1886 or that have

been determined as cultural heritage:-

(1) architectural structure, shrine, stupa, tem-
ple, monastery, palace, residential
building and carving, image and painting
thereon;

(b)

natural or man-made cave in which hu-
man beings had dwelt;

stone inscription and record;

road, bridge, sepulchre, sepulchral site
and remains of excavated slructure;
pond, city-wall, wall, gateway, moat, fon
and any remains. thereof;

Ancient Site  means place or high ground
where a town or settlement of ancient peo-
ple or ancient monument had existed before
1886 or which is determined as cultural her-
itage whether it is in the process of
excavation or has not yet been excavated;
Precinct of Ancient Monument S
“enclosure of an ancient monument prescribed
under this Law;

Ancient Monumental Zone means the zone
where the ancient monument is situated and
which is prescribed under this Law;

Ancient Site Zone means the zone where the
ancient 'site is situated and which is pre-
scribed under this Law;

Protected and Preserved Zone  means the
zone prescribed under this Law for the pro-
tection and preservation of the view of the
cultural heritage, ancient monument and an-
cient sites in order that they may not be
destroyed;

{c)

(d)

(e)

0]

means_the

(h) Cultural Heritage Region means the ancient
monumental zone, ancient site zone or the
protected and preserved zone prescribed un-
der this Law;
Department
chaeology.
CHAPTER 1I
Objectives
3 The objectives of this Law are as follows:-

(a) to implement the protection and preservation
policy with respect to perpetuation of cultural
heritage that has existed for many years;
to protect and preserve the cultural hentage
regions and the cultural heritage therein so as
not to deteriorate due to natural disaster or
man-made destruction;
to uplift hereditary pride and to cause dyna-
mism of patriotic spirit of citizens by
protecting and preserving the cultural heritage
regions;
lo promote public awareness and will as 1o
the high value of the protection and preser-
vation of the cultural heritage regions;
to protect the cultural heritage regions from
destruction;
to c,arry out protection and preservation of the
cultural heritage regions in conformity with
the International Convention approved by the
State.

means the Department of Ar-

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)
(H)

CHAPTER III
Determining Cultural Heritage Region
4. The Ministry of Culture may, with the approval of
the Government issue notification demarcating any or
more than one of the following kinds of zones as a cul-
tural heritage region:-

(a) ancient monumental zone;
(b) ancient site zone;
(c) protected and preserved zone.

5.  The Ministry of Culture may cammy out as follows
for the'acquisition of any land within the cultural herit-
age region, if necessary:-

(a) If the land is under the administration of any
government dcpartmcnt or governmenlt Or-
ganization, coordinating in advance with the -
relevant government department or govern-
ment organization;
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(b) If it is land in which there is right of culti-
. vation, right of possession, right of utilization,

beneficial right, right of succession or right

. of transfer, coordinating in advance with the
relevant Ministry in accordance with the ex-
isting laws.

CHAPTER 1V
Protecting and Preserving the Cultural Heritage
Region

6.  The Minisiry of Culture may cause to be disman-
tied a building which is not an ancient monument and
which obstructs the view of an ancient monument of sur-
rounding natural landscape within the cultural heritage
region. '

7.  The Ministry of Culture may direct the relevant
Trust who are taking care of the ancient monument to do
so without aliering the original ancient form and struc-
ture and the original ancient workmanship.

8. The Ministry of Culture may determine regionwise
the conditions to be observed in the construction of build-
ings within the cultural heritage region.

9. The Department shall carry out works of protection
and preservation of the ancient monuments and ancient
sites situated in the cultural heritage region.

10. The Department may prohibit any person from
_ploughing and cultivating within the boundary of the
ancient monument ‘or ancient site or from t:"irr-yin-g out any
activity that may cause damage to the cultural heritage
in the cultural heritage region.

11.  The Department shall, with the approval of the

Ministry of Culture, carry out the following in the cul-
tural heritage region:-

(a) determining the precinct of an ancient monu-
ment;
(b) prescribing the conditions io be abided by the

shops opened within the precingt determined
under sub-section (a).

CHAPTER V
Functions and Duties of the Ministry of Culture

12.  The functions and duties of the Ministry of Cul-
ture are as follows:-

(a) carrying out works of protection and preser-
vation, revelation of and research on cultural
heritage regions;

safeguarding the prominent and culturally of
high value cultural heritage regions and the
decaying cultural heritages that should be
given priorily in preservation;

determining with the approval of the Govern-
ment, the ancient monuments and ancient
sites that should be determined as cultural
heritage in the cultural heritage region;

(b)

carrying oul with the approval of the Gov-
ernment, to cnable the ancient monumf:nls
and ancient sites that should be dctcrmmc_d
as world cultural heritage to be in'ckudcd in
the list of the world cultural heritage;
taking measures as may be necessary lo pre-
vent smuggling of antiquities from l_hc
cultural heritage region 10 foreign countries
and to recover those antiquities that have
been taken outside the country;

carrying out public educative work: for ‘pro-
tection and preservation of cultural hentage
regions, and for taking pride in the value of
the cultural heritage.

(d)

(c)

(H

CHAPTER VI
Applying for Prior Permission, Scrutinizing and |
issuing
13. A person desirous of carrying out:one of the followc—]
ing shall abide by the provisions of other cms}mg _laws .zm
also apply to the Depariment in accgrdanoc with stipulations
to obtain prior permission under this Law:- "
(a) < within the ancient monumental zone or the
ancient siie zone:-

(1) construeting or cxtending a building;

"(2) renovating the ancisnl monument of ¢x-
tending the boundary of its enclosure;
within the protected and prescrved zone, cor-
structing, extending, renovating a hotel, motel,
guest house, lodging housc or industrial build-
ing or extending the boundary of its

cnclosure; )

within the cultural heritage region:-

(1) carrying out the renovation and mainte-
nance work of the ancieat monument
without altering the original ancicnt form
and structure or original ancient workman-
ship;

(2) carrying out archacological excavations;

(3) building road, constructing bridge, irmga-
tion canal and embankment or cxtending
the same. 7

‘The Department shall, after scrutinizing the

application submitted under scction 13 in ac-

cordance with the stipulations, submit the
same to the Ministry of Culture with the re-
mark of the Department;

The Ministry of Culture may, in respect of the

matter contained in section 13, grant or refuse

pcrrnissior; after scrutiny; -

When permission is granted under sub-scction

(b) the Dcpartment shall issuc the permit to

the applicant together with the conditions to

be observed.

(®)

©

14.

(2)

(®)

(©



DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on

15.

16.

18.

19

this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-

commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

(4

A person desirous of carrying out onc of the fol-
léwing shall abide by the provisions of other
existing laws and also apply in accordance with the
stipulations to the Department to obtain prior per-
mission under this Law:-

(a) renovation of a building other than an ancient
monument or extension of the boundary of its
enclosure in the ancient monumental zone or
the ancient site zone;

(b)  within the protected and preserved zone, con-
structing, extending, renovating a building
other than.a hotel, motel, guest house, lodg-
ing house or industrial building or extending
the boundary of its enclosure;

(c) digging well, pond and fish-breeding pond or
extending the same within the cultural herit-
age region

The Depariment —

(2) may, after scrutinizing in accordance with the
’ stipulations the application submitted under
section 15, grant or refuse permission;

(b) shall, when permission is granted under sub-
scction (a), issue the permit to the applicant
together with the conditions to be observed.

The Ministry of Culture and the Department shall,

with respect to the application for prior permission

under this Law, scrutinize based on the following
facis:-

(a) whether it can cause obstruction of the view
of the cultural heritage region or not;

(b) whether it is clear of the ancient monument
or ancient Site or not;

{c) whether it can obstruct the surrounding natu-
ral landscape or not;

(d) whether it can undermine the grandeur of the
ancient monument or not,

(¢) whether it can affect the security of the cul-
tural heritage or not; and

(f)  whether it can cause environmental pollution
or noi.

CHAPTER VII
Prohibitions

Mo person shall, without prior permission granted
under this Law, construct, cxtend, renovatec a build-
ing or cxtend the boundary of its enclosure in the
ancicnl monumental zone or ancient site zone.
No person shall, without prior permission granted
under this Law carry out any of the following with
respect 10 a building within the protected and pre-
served zone:-
(a) constructing or extending;
(b) rcnovating or extending the boundary of its

21.

26.

2,

No person shall carry out any of the following in

the cultural heritage region:-

(a) destroying an ancient monument;

(b)  wilfully altering the original ancient form and
structure or original ancient workmanship of
an ancicn! monument;

(c) cxcavating to scarch for antiquitics;

(d) exploring for pctrolcum, natural gas, precious
stoncs or mincrals.

No person shall, without prior permission granted

under this Law, carry out any of the following in

the cultural heritage region:- '

(a) carrying out rcnovation and maintenance work
on an ancient monument;

(b) carrying out archacological cxcavation;

(c) building road, constructing bridge, irrigation
canal, cmbankment or extending the same,

(d) digging well, pond, fish-breeding pond or
cxtending the same.

No person shall construct a building which is not

in conformity with the conditions prescribed

regionwise by th: Ministry of Culture in the cul-
tural heritage region.

No person shall plough and cultivate or carry out

any acuivily which may cause damage to the cul-

tural heritage within the boundary notified by the

Department in the cultural heritage region.

CHAPTER VIII
Offences end Penalties

Whoever violates any provision of section 18, suh-

section (a) of secuon 19 or section 21 shall, on

conviction be punished with fine which may extend
to kyats 50,000 or with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to 5 years or with both.

Whoever violates any provision of sub-section (b}

of section 19, section 22 or section 23 shall, on

conviction be punished with fine which may extend
to kyats 30,000 or with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to 3 years or with both.

Whoever violates any provision of section 20 shail,

on conviction be punished with imprisonment for

a term which may extend from a minimum of

1 year to a maximum of 7 years and may also be

liable to a fine.

The Court shall also pass any of thc following

orders on whoever is convicted of any of the of-

fences under this Law:- .

(a) causing the building constructed to be dis-
mantled;

(b) causing the restoration of the cxtended build-
ing or boundary of the enclosurc to its
original paosition;

(c) causing the restoration of the altered and re-

- paircd form™ of the building or land to its
original form.
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. 28.  Whoever fails to abide by the order passed under.
scction 27, shall be liable to a fine which may ex-
tend from kyats 500 to kyats 1,000 for cach day .
for failure to abide by such order. -

CHAPTER X
. _ Mmcclhncous
29. (a) The provision of subi-section (d) of section 20°
" shall not apply tothe ‘drjlling of pétrolcum or
'namrai gas and mmmg of precious stones or
'mmcrals for: the bcncf' t of the State in Lhc
cultural hcmagc n:glon. "

(b) If any czmumstancc' arises for the drillmg of
pctmlcum or natural gas and mining of pn:-‘
cious .stoncs or mincrals in the cultural
heritage rcgidn for the benefit of the State, it
shall be submitted; to the Government and
permission shall be’ requested.

30. In order to carry out the provisions of this Law:-

(3) the Ministry of Culture may issuc such rules
and procedures as may be necessary, with the
approval of the Government;

(b) the Ministry of Culture and the Department
may issue such orders and directives as may
be necessary.

(Sd) Than Shwe
Senlor General
Chairman
The State Peace and Development Council




