
a

(f)

(e)

(d)

(i)

3.

5. The Ministry of Culture may cany out as follows
for the' acquisition of any land within the cultural· herit­
age region. if necessary:-

(a) If the land is under the administration of any
government dcpanment or government or­

ganization. coordinating in advance .with the
relevant government department or govern·
meot organization;

.'

(The State Peace .and Development Council Law No 9/98)

The 5th Waning Day of Tawthalin, 1360 ME

(10th September, 1998)

Council hereby (h) Cultural Heritage Region means lhe ancient
monumental zone, ancient site zone or the

protected anu preserved zone prescribed un­
der lhis Law;
Department means the Depal1menl of Ar­
chaeology.

CHAPTER 11
Objectives

The Objectives of this Law are as follows:-
(a) to implement the protection and preservation

policy with respecl to perpetualion of cultural
heritage that has existed for many years;

(b) to protect and preserve Ihe cultural heritage
regions and lhe cultural heritage therein so as
not to deteriorale due la natural disaster or
man-made destruction;

(c) to uplift hereditary pride and to cause dyna­
mism of patriotic spirit of citizens by
protecting and preserving the cultural ht:ritagt:

regions;
to promote public awareness and will as 10

the high value of the proteclion and preser·
vation of the cultural heritage regions;
10 proteCI the cultural heritage regions from
destruclion;
to carry oul protection and preservalion of the
cultural heritage regions in conformity with

lhe [nternalional Convention approved by lhe
State.

CHAPTER 1lI
Detennining Cultural Heritage Region

4. The Ministry of Culture may. with the approval of
the Government issue notification demarcating any or

more than one' of the following kinds of zones as a cul­
tural heritage region:~

(a) ancient monumental zone;
(b) ancient site zone;
(c) protected and preserved zone,

CHAPTER I

The State Peace and Development Council
Protection and Preservation of Cultural Heritage

Regions Law
The

/

Title and Definition
I. This Law shall be called the Protection and Pre­
servation of Cultural Heritage Regions Law.
2. The following expressions comained in this Law
shall have the meanings given hereunder:-

(a) Cultural Heritage means ancient monument
or ancient sile which is required to be pro­
tected and preserved by reason of its
historical, cullural, artistic or anthropological
value;

(b) Ancient Monument includes the following
that have existed before 1886 or that have
been delermined as cullural heritage:-
(1) architectural structure, shrine, stupa, tem­

ple. monastery. palace, residential
building and carving. image and painting
{hereon;

(2) nalural or man-made cave in which hu­
man beings had dwelt;

(3) stone inscriplion and record;
(4) road. bridge, sepulchre, sepulchral site

Jnd remains of c::xcaviJlc:u structure;

(5) pond. city-wall, wall. gatew;\y. moat. fOI1
and any remains thereof:

(c) Ancient Site means place or high ground
where a town .or seltlement of ancient peo­

ple or ancient monument had existed before
1886 or which is determined as cultural her­
itage whether it is in the process of
excavation or has not yet been excavated;

(d) Precinct of Ancient Monument means the
··enclosure· of a~· '~ncient m~nument pres'cri~d ­

under this Law;
(e) Ancient Monumental Zone means the zone

where the ancient monument is situated and
which is prescribed under this Law;

(t) Ancient Site Zone means the zone where the
ancient ·site is situated and which is· pr~­

scribed under this Law;
(g) Proeected and Preserved Zone means the

zone prescribed under this Law for the pro­
tection and preservalion of the view of the
cultural heritage. ancient monument and an­
cient sites in order that they may not be
destroyed;

The State Peace and Development
enacts the folluwing Law:-
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carrying out wilh the approval of the Gov­
ernment, to enable the ancient monum~nts

and an~ient sites that should be determ,n~d
as world cultural heritage to be induded 10
the list of the world cultural hentage;
wkin u mcasurcs as may be:. necessary to pre-

. to,.muguling of antiquities from theveil 0 .

cultural haitagc region la foreign counlfles
and to recover those antiquities that have
been taken outside the country; ,
carrying out public educative work· for pro­

tection and preservation of cultural hentage

regions, and for taking pride in the value of

the cultural heritage.

(c)

(b)

(a)

(c)

(b)

(f)

(c)

(d)

.14_

CHAPTER VI
Pn-nr Permission, Scrutinizing andApplying for

Issuing .

13 A perso"n desirous of carrying out one of the follow­
. .' I and

. h I1 b·de by the provisions of other eXlStlOg awS109 S a a I • • I .
also apply to the Department in accordance WIth Sllpu auons

to obtain prior permission under thiS Law:-
t I zone or the(a) wilhin the ancienl monumen a

anci~nt site lone:-

(1) constructing or extending a building;
(2) renovating the anci;n1 monument or exO

tending the boundary of its enclosure;
within the protected and preserved zone, con­
structing. extending. renovating a hOleI, motel,
guest house, lodging house or indusaial build-
ing or extcnding the boundary of Its

enclosure;
within the cullUral heritage region:-
(1) carrying out the re~ovation and mainte­

nance: work of the anciCX1t monument
without altering ~ original ancient fOfTIl
and structure or original ancient workman­

ship;
(2) carrying out BTchaeological excavations;
(3)' building road, constructing bridge, irriga­

tion canal and embankment or extendmg

the same.
·The Department shall, after scrutinizing tbe

application submined under scction 13 in ac­
cordance with the stipulations, submit the
same to the Ministry of Culture with thc re­

mark of the Department;
The Ministry of CultUre may, in respect of the
matter contained in s.ection 13, grant or refuse
pcrm\ssio~ after scrutiny; .
When permission is granted under sub-seCllon
(b) the Department shall issue the permit to
the applicant together with the conditions to

be observed.

(b) If it is land in which there is right of culti­
vation, right of possession, right of utilization,
beneficial right, right of succession or right
of transfer, coordinating in advance with the

relevant Ministry in accordance with the c:x­
isting laws.

CHAYTER V
Functions and Duties nf the Ministry of Culture

12. The functions and duties of the Ministry of Cui-
lUre are as follows:-

(a) carrying out works of protection and preser­
vation, revelation of and research on cultural

hcrilag~ regions;

(b) safeguarding the prominent and culturally of
high value cultural heritage regions and the
uecaying cultural heritages thal should be
given priority in pn::.servation;

(c) determining with the approval of the Govem­
m~nt, thc ancient monuments and ancient
silCS that should be determined as cultural
heritage in the cultural heritage region;

CHAPTER IV
Protecting and Preserving the Cultural Heritllge

Region

6. The Ministry of Culture may cause to be disman­
tled a building which is not an ancient mOnument and
which obstructs the view of an ancient monument Of sur­

rounding natural landscape within the cultural heritage

region.
7. The Ministry of Culture may direct the relevant
Trust who are taking care of the ancient monument to do
so without altciing the originJI ancient form and slruC~

tun:: and the original ancient workmanship_

R. The Ministry of Culture nlJy determine regionwis~

the conditions to be observed in the construction of build­
ings within the cultural heritage region.

9. The Department shall carry out works of protection
and preservation of the ancient monuments and ancient

sites situated in the cultural heritage region.

10. The Department may prohibit any pe:son from
_plOughing and cultivating within the boundary of the
andent monumc:n-t ·or ancient site or from cii.rrYi~g out any
activity th.<H may cause damage to the cultural heritage

in Ihe cultural heritage region.
11. The Department shall, with the approval of the I

Minislry of Culture, carry oul the following in the cul­
tural heri[ag~ regiop.:-

(a) determining the precincI of an ancient monu­
m~nl;

(b) prescribing the conJitions t~ be abided by the

shops opened within the precinst determined
under sub-section (a).
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15. A per:s<>n desirous of carrying out onc of the fol­
lbwing shall abide by the provisions of other
existing laws and also apply in accordance with the
stipulations to the Dcpanment to obtain prior per­

mi""ion under this lAw:-
(a) renovation of a building OIher than an ancient

monument or extension of the boundary of its
enclosure in the ancient monumental zone or

the ancient site lone;
(b) within the protected and preserved zone, con­

structing, c;<tending, renovating a building

other than.a hotel, motel, guest house, lodg­
ing house or industrial building or extending
the boundary of its enclosure;

(c) digging well, pond and fish-breeding pond or
~X1ending the same within the cultural hcril­
age regIOn

16. The Department -
(a) may, after scrutinizing in accordance wilh the

stipulations the application submitted under

section 15, grant or refuse permission;
(b) shall, when permission is granted under sub­

,",etion (a), issue the permit to the applieam
togclhcr with the: condilions to be observed.

17. The Ministry of Culture and the Depanment shall,
with respect to the appl ication for prior permission
under this Law, scrutinize based on the following

faceS:'
(a) whether it can cause obstruction of the view

of the cultural heritage region or not;
(b) whether it is clear of the ancient monument

or ancknl site or not;
(c) whether it can obstruct the surrounding natu·

rnJ landscape or not;
(d) whether it can undermine the grandeur of the

ancient monumenl or not;

(c) whether it can affect the sccurity of the cul­
tural heritage or not; and

(l) whether it can cause environmental pollution
or not.

CHAPTER VII
Probibltlons

18. No pe=n shall, without prior permlSStOn granted
under this Law, construct, extend, renovate a build­
ing or extend 'the boundary of its enclosure in the
ancient monumental zone or ancient site zone.

19. No pe=n shall, without prior permission granted
under this Law carry out any of the following with
respect to a building within the protected and pre­
5Crvcd zone:":

(a) constructing or extending;
(b) renovating or extending the boundary of its

20.

21.

22.

24.

25.

26.

27.

No person shall carry Out any of the following 10

the cultunu heritage region:-
Ca) destroying an ancient monument;
(b) wilfully altering the original ancient form and

structure or original ancient worKmanship of

an ancient monument;
Cc) excavating to search forantiquitics;
Cd) exploring fOf petroleum, natural gas, precIOus

stones or mincra.l3.

No per:s<>n shall, without prior permission granted
under this Law, carry out any of the following in
the cultural heritage region:-
(a) carrying out renovation and maintenance work

on an ancient monument;

(b) carrying out archaeological excavation;
(c) building road, constructing bridge, irrigalion

canal, cmbdnk.mcnt or extending the same;
(d) digging well, pond, fish·breeding pond or

c:xtcnding the same.

No person shall co,:,truct a building which is nol
in conformity with the conditions prescribed

rc:gionwis.c by lh~ Ministry of Culture in the cul­
tural hcrit.agc: region.
No person shall plough and cultivate or carry uul
dny activity I,..·hich may cause damage to thc: cul­
tural heritage withtn the boundary notif'ed h)' the
Dcpanmcnl in lhc: cultural heritage region.

CHAPTER VIII
Offences and PCD211ie:s

~/hoevcr viulalcs any provision of section I!'\. :--ub­

section (<.I) uf section 19 or seclion 21 sh ..dl, ltll

conviction tx punished with fine which may extend

to kyalS 50,(X)() or with imprisonment for a lerm

which may cxtend 10 5 years or with both.
Whoever violates any provision of sub-section (h)

of scction 19, scction 22 or section 23 shall, on

convicti?n be punished with fine which may cXlcnd
to kyats JO,()(X) or with imprisonment fl!f ;J 1l.:rl1l

which may qtend to 3 years or with both.
Whoever violatcs any provision of section 20 shall.
on conviction be punished with imprisonment for

a term which may extend from a minimum of
1 year to a maximum of ~ years and may also be

liable to a fine.
The Court shall also pass any of the following
orders on whoever is convicted of any of the of­
fences under this Law:-
(a) causing the building ronstructed to be dis­

mantled;
(b) causing the rcstoration of the extended build­

ing or bou~dary of the enclosure to liS

original position;

(c) causing the rcSiOl<l!i()(t .qf the altered and re'
p'aired form~'6tifi'e' 'bu'ifding or land to irs
original form.
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28_
,- Whoever fails to abide bX the order "passed under,

section 27, shall be liable to a fine which may ex­
!Coo from lcyats 500 to kyats 1;000 for each d:iy
for faihifc to abide by sUF order.

CHAPTER IX
Mhcd1an~;'"

29. (a) " 1hc provision of sill:j-scction (d) of section 20"
~hall not apply to"thh :drjlling cif petroleum or

,natural gas '\I'd mining of precious stones or
"ffiineiili, flir: the ,benefit ofllie State fn the
ciltural heritage "~&i;'ii. : "

(b) If ariydrcti~arises for the drilling of
petroleum or natUral gas and mining of pre-'
cious "stones or" minerals in the cultural
heritage region fDr the benefit of the State, it
shall be submitted: tD the GDvernment and
pennisSiDn shall be' rcqu'ested.

3D. [n Drder tDcarry Dut the prDvisiDns of this Law:-
Ca) the Ministry Df Culture may issue such rules

and procedures as may be neceSS3ry, with the
approval Df the GDvernment;

(b) the Ministry Df Culture and the Department
may issue such Drders and directives as may
be necessary.

(Sd) TIun Shwe
Scalor General

Chairman
The State Puc<o and Development Coundl
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