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Congolidated Text .~

iWnereas it is desirable to maintain peace and orderljby acquifing énd

-protecting ancient monuments and historical or artistic objects of archeo-~

loglcl_a_,l'lmportan_ce,‘by maintaining comtrol on the protection of ancient

. monuments, trads in a;phsologiqa}agbjgcts’a?d_excavation'df the sites of

Cabimet, ..

ancient monuments, . - -
- ~Now therefore, His Phjesﬁy‘has_enadﬁed’this law on the‘aévicé ;f the

Short Ti‘ble, Extent And _Comencemant” e ' -I L IR

( ‘ 7 may be callsd th; MClept Ilﬁgfaum‘enlus._‘vf’rotectign Act , 1956, :
2) It shall b ; e e e T B
e;fec § & applicable throughout the “Kingder of. :;repa; with immediate
The 1961 Yepal e SR e Lein
pal Laws (Amendment and Revalidation) act 126d thé :
s : har t ;
“proper ard expedisnt! to "desirable to maintain-;g&c: éniegrggi,ﬁerms:
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2 Defini‘bions .

: Unlass otharw:e_se meant w:.th referf-nce to ths subjec"b or context in
this Act, B e . : PO :

(a) incient Monument means any ﬁerrple, building, statue, :mage, prigon,
and caves, objects made of stone, metal, wood, ivory, etc, objects
dfart, rest-houses, copper and stone :mscrlptlons, palm and birch
Isaf documents and pillars of historical, archeological or artistic

- dmportance. Thls tem include 51tes of monu.msnts. .

(b) Archeologlcal Obge cts include any movable or 1mmovable property
which in the opinion of His Majesty's Covernment,? Should be
- protected from loss or damege or removal or dis appeara*lca , because
of thelr hlstorlcal archeologlcal or artistic importance.

(e) Archeology Officer means any of ficer appointed by His Magesty's
. Government with such powsrs and functions or duties as ara vasted in
the Archeology Officer wder this Act.

{d} Maintenance means the rnaﬂntemance of monumerts in good cond:i.t:.on
by enclos:i.ng, covering, repa:.rlng ‘and cleaning them. s

(3) Local Officer means the Zonal Commissioners and in dlstrlct;
: where there is no Zonal Gomlssj,omr’ the Chisf D:Lstmct, Offlcer.h

(£ )SCuI‘ILO means a modern obaect relating to handicrafits prescrlbed bv
His % Ma.gesty's Govemment by notlfz.cation 1n the Nepal Gazatie. -

3. Power Of His Masesty s Govarnmnt To Declare Any Anclent Monumant As Protect.ed
Mnd The Tima~-Limit For The Public To Submi‘t Complalnts

(1) His Majesty's Governmsmt my, by notlflcation in the Nepal Gazette,
declare any ancient monument as a protected monument for the purpose
of this Act. . S

© 2Tha: 1958. Interim Governtrant of Nepal (F ourth Amendment) Act, Napal Gazette

. Vol, 8, No. 8 (Extraordinary), Jestha 2, 2015 (¥ay 15, 1958) changed the
berm “Govermnezrb" to "His Majestyls Governxrent" in all Nepal laws, The
text has been ad,]usned accordingly. : :

3The 1966 Local Administration Act, Nepal Gazette, Vol. 15, No., 36
(Extraordinary ), Chaitra 10, 2022 (March 23, 1966) chanced the term
"Bada Halkdm" or "Magistrate! to "Zoral Commissiorer! in all Nepal laws.
The text has been adjusted accordirely.

bThe underlined words were added on October 1, 1970,
Contd...
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(2) The notification mentioned in Sub~Section {1) shall contain an assurance
that any complaint filed before His Majesty's Government on points of
dissatisfaction within 35 days from the date of the publication thersof
shall be considared. A copy of such notification shall ve affixed at
the main. site of the ancisnt momurent and another copy a2t a conspicuous
place near such site. ' : '

| (_73)‘ On tha axp:l.ry of the time-limit of 35 days, His Majesty's Gove*rnent
© after taking such complaints into cor51derat10n, rray withdraw or confirn
- the notlflcatlon. - . AR
I, Pc'mev Of Hls ’\éa.yst'f's Govermment To Buy Monuments From T'r&e Public Or
Malntaln J_t Under Its Prote ctlon

(l} In case ‘any anc:.ant mor!ument wmcn has been declared as a prcteoted
 monument exists as a private property of any wember of the public s

_ Hz.s E&a3&sty'3 Government may purchase it from the owner thereof at
Cany” equltable prlce through nego blatlon or malmsaln lt under Its
protectlon.

(2) In case the owner of any protected ancient wnnumnt hands it over fre°
. of cost, the Archeclogy Officer shall accept it and notify His Majesty's
T -,_;j-Gaveran nt aocordlngly. Ha shc.ll t‘nen reglster :Lt 2s.a state-owned '

"."amlent monument ! L . T L e T LI

5. Powsr Of Archeology Officer To- Direct The Owner Of Anc:i.ent Monuments To o
Under-Take Responslblln.ty With rf*he Trior Permlssn.on O; Hls I‘fa,je sty 's Governmsni

(1) Tor tha purpose of :|.nsur1r1D the lastlng protectlon of.‘ any- protected
ancient monumentiin any dlS'bI‘lr"t inside or outside Kathmandu Valley,
© - the Archeology Officer or the persons empcwered by ‘m.m, may, with, the .
- prior approval of His Majesty's Government, direct the owner.thereof
- to £ign a documsnt undertaking. the respons:Lblllty (of protectlng sich
monumerrts) In case the owmer of such ancisnt monument fails to do so,
tha Archeology Officer shall send a written order to the local offlcer
~to insure the protection of such ancient’ monument and to direct. the”
owner thersof as well as the Cne:.man, Vice-Chairman and Ward members
of the approprlate Panchayat5 to sign a bond undertaking responsibility
as mentioned in Sub=-Section (2). On receipt of such order, if any, the
1ocal ofi‘nc er shall act accord:mgly. .
{2) r’ne mdsrtakmg mentionsd in Sub-Sect:Lon (1) shall imdicate the follom_ng
~ matters as well as such orbha* matters as. may be deemad pro;ner te -

t"Text as amended on Uctober L, 1970. The Prlnc :Lpal Act mentionsd ”Jmldars .
Patuwams, Mukhiyas, J:.rmawals, Talukdars and Chitaidars.". S
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(a) Mairrtene.nce of -monumezits. -

(b) DU. tias of parscms -.taklng che.rge of monu;uents.and mam*tamlng guard
' thereof. N ‘ n

{e) Restrlct:r.on on demollt:l.on, rechal alterat:i.on and dlsfa.gurement
.of monuments by the ownsr or transxer of monumentsto parsons other
than His Majesty's Government or establ:r.shment of any other monument
_near euch monument._ - - i
(a) rac::.l:t.tles for the public, His Ma.jesty‘s ‘Govermment or the person .
deputed by the owner of the property o - protect or mspect the
norument. L B ‘ _ (A

{e) Sa"e of lands at the site of the rronument 'bo Higs ffaaesty*s Governmnnt
" at a price determined accordmg to local opinion, if so. necessary.

’(f)__Az:po:mtmerrb of ‘authorit ty by Hig Majesty's Goverment to d:..spose of
- disputes arising from the undertaklng. : .

6. TLocal Oi‘f.:_cer To Furm.sh Part:!.culars Of Archeologlcal Ob,}ects Cb.tuated In
His Area *

Iocal of ficers in all areas 1n51de or outsme Kathmandu Vallsy shall
- find owt and .submit all perticulars of archeologlcal aobjects located or
existing in their areas. to the Archeologv Offlcer for the purpose of their
prota ctlon. ' : AR -

?. Pcwar To Conf:.scate Ancn.ent Mormments In The Possessmn Of Tne Publlc In
’.Ihe Evant of Fa.llure To Protect Them

(l) In case any andient mmment or archeologlcal object 1oce:bed in any
“ place is found to have been clestroyed or damaged by rs2son of the
R negligence of the ownsr thereof,- or in case any national loss.is.

.. apprehended by reason of the misappropriation of any article contained
therein, His Majesty's CGovernwent, may, If it deems macessary to protect
it, acquire such ancient monumsnts or archeclogical objects from the
owner without any payment, and confiscate the concerned Guthi property

. . for not protecting the mational weelth, and register it as a State Guthi

and thus protect such ob,}ects o

(2) In case the existing oimer or any other person undertakes 'bo properily
7 utilize and protect the objects already acquired by His Majesty's
Government without payment under Sub~Section (1), and in case His
Yajesty's Government fesls that he will mrotect such objects, it may
allow him to do so after causing him to sign the nscessary bonds.
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8. No Permlssa.on To Dig Land For Tnswuring Protectiom OF Ancient Monumem:s

G

10.

11.

In case H:LS Majesty'!s Governrent deems it mecessary to restrict the
construction of tunmnels or blasting of earth by dynamite in the area arcund

“the site of ancient monumernts, in order to insure the protecw.on and safety.

theraof, it may, by means of a notificetion, prescribe the boundaries of
such szte for such purpose and then mgintain control accordingly.

Safnt‘y‘ Of Hol*,r Placss And Temples

His 1 "‘Ia;)esty s Gove?'nrpnt nay make such ar:angenonts as may be recessary’

- for preventing the misuse or mismanagement of places of pilgrimage or temples
of archaologlcal or hlstorlcal importance maintained under its care under

this Act, -

Power To Eﬁbar Anc:lent Sites Of Historical, Artistic Or Rulm_ous Impor‘tanf'

An;;r p{arson dss:u:'ous ‘of entering into any ancient site of historical,
artistic or religious mportancs undsr the care of His Majesty's Goverr"r!ent
or the public may do.so without offending the rellglous feellrgs or the
cus’somary usaaes of t’ne concerned paople. L y T )

Fins For Improper Bastrlctlon

A fa.ne not exceedlng ks~ 20.00 shall be :unposed on any nerson who
:meroparl;y restrlcts entry 1nto the site indicated in Sect:.on 10.

PLnlsment For Damaszlng Anclent Monuments

Any person “sho- destrcys demollshe's ‘removes ; al*bers = dmi’lgures or
uses for unanthorized purposes or otherm.aa causes loss or damage to any

‘_,ancls-nt morument in the possassion of His l‘h_ja sty's Government under thls
Act or connected with the bond of undertaklxg s::.gned under Sectmon S "he

f_shall be punished with a f:me not . exceeding Rs 25, OO0.00 or with nnprlsonmant

for a term not excesding 1% years or with both.6

DA AUIT TR e L

6
Text as amended on October h 19?0. The Prlm ipal Act mantloned Rs l OOO 00

e.nd l yaar.
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13. Restrictions On Lransfﬁr, Transactlon, E,cport _Or‘Go}_lectlon 0f Ancient
Iviom.ments ind Archeologlcal deacts'? N

(1) Historical, archeologn.cal or artistic objects prescribed by His Majesty's
Government by notification in the Nepal CGazetis shall not be exported
cutsids from the Kingdom of Nepal or transferred from ona place to another
. ingide the XKingdom of Nepal, or collscted at any place. In case it 1is
required to transfer or collect (such o’ogects} to or at any place, prior
approval of His Majesty!'s Goverrment shall be obtained. But this provi-
sion shall not be deemed to have prejudiced (the right) to export,.
transfor from one place to another inside the Kingdom of Nepal, or ‘
" colldect at any place curio goods on which a seal approved by H:Ls Hage sty's {
' Government has baan afflxsd as 1ﬂen‘c,10ned in Sub—Sectlon (3). ok

(2) Tn case any md:w:_dual or :Lnstltutlon bl N hls or its individual,
traditional or ancestral collection amy archaclogical object which is
mora than 100 years old, the owner of such collsction shall register
the same at the offics and within the time-limit prescribsd by His
Majs sty‘s Government ‘Dy notification in tha '\Iapa.l Gazethbe.

(3) iny Derson or institution desirous of or engaged in deallng in the
production or sale of curios shall register his or its name at the
office and within the time-limit preseribed by His Majesty!s Govarnmenf
by notification in the Nepal Gazette and obtain a license, and each -
curio produced in this manner shall be affixed with a seal approved

- by His Majesty's Governrrent, which shall also indicate the name of the
vervdor._ ‘ ;

(h) Buyers of curios shall buy only such curios as bear the seal apprmed
wmder Sub-Secta.on (3)s

(5) Any individual or the conc ernsd persons belonging to an institution
contravening or attempting to contravene the provisions of Sub-Section
(1), Sub~Section (2), Sub~Section (3} and Sub~Section () shall be
punishe d with a fine not exceeding Rs 25,000.00, or with imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 5 yaars, or with both, and the objact relat:.n
to the ofle*xse shall ta conf:l.scated. : :

Toext as amendsd on October i, 1970. The Principal Act empowered HMG only
%o ban the export of historical, archeolegical or artistic objects and
their movemert from one part of the Kirgdom of Nepal to ancther.

Contd,..
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{6) In casa +the 1ocal of ficer or the autborlty pl‘ESCI‘lb°d in this econre ctlion
by His Majesty's Government by notification in the Nepal Gazstie
considers it necessary to instituts infestigations in order to ascer—

tain whether or not action has been taken according. to this Act, he

mzy enter imto, =nd search with o warrant any shop or place w’mere anclent
monuments, archeologlc al objects or ancient handicraft goods are sold
or collectﬂd, or any factory where curios are produced and sold, or -

CEhy godown or vehicls where “Such objedts are kept, arrsst the pez-son

-who hes committed the offense, and keep him in police custody according

- to law, .The power to issue warrarnis Lnder this Sub- Sectlon sb.all vest

odn ‘nhe acijudlcatlncr authority, . LT : b S

- has committed or is about to commit any offense under this Section,
"and the persen who hes committed the offense is apprehended and convicted
rc_ct,ordlngly the 1nformant sheall be m'antad 10% of the fine :meosed on hin,

1:, Powar To Direct Sale To His Ma;;e btv's Governmant In ihe ‘Evant Of Apprehensmn

0f Toss Ur Damagse

In case there appears the possibility of any objact rrentlomd in the
notification issved under Section 13 being lost or damaged, His Majesty's
Cﬂvmmnt may ‘compel. (the concerned rerson} tc sell such oble cts to :|.t

& price deternmned accordmg to local oplnlon. . :

L2, Pawar Of. Archeoloﬂ'y Off car To Inspect And Prote ct - j" ‘

The Archeoloo-y Of ficer shall have the powar to mspe ct (1rrages oi‘)
gods and goddesses at places of pllarmage, to ascertain w hether- they
are ~.emg maintained properly or not, and to afford necassaxy D:c'o'bec’olon
to wam 1J. thay ars. not found to be malrrbalned propa‘ly.

pun:l.shmsm'b For Unauthom.zad Ebcca.v 'blon

S s case any m:izwn.dual or 3.nst1tut10n conduct.s or’ organlzas excavatlons
zb the site of ancient monuments without the permission of His Maae sty‘s

Government, such individual or lnstltutlon shall be pum.shed with -3 i‘me

“hot efceedlng Rs 5,000.00 o W’J.Lrh mpr:t. sonment for a tem _not. exoaedlrg

18 months. or Wlth ooth. ' : S T

s POWer Oi' His }hgesty's Govemrnent To- ’\buli‘y zlny Arsa Aa i Protected Arsa

(1) In cass His Majesty's Governmert deems it necessary in the interest
of archeological research to restrict or ban searches or gxcavations
for pumposes of archeological irvestigations, it may issus & notification
_ dvclarﬁnc an;,r area as a protected area afiter prescribing its bou”ldar*es.

Contd...
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(2) Af'bar issuing 3 notification declaring any area as a protectad arsa
- under Sub~Section (1), His Majesty's Governmant shall make necessary =~ -~
o 'arrangsnmnts in OOHSUltath"l with the conce:r‘ned land-owners for excava-
 ‘tions of such aréa and then pay reasonable éompansatlon to  ttem for
~-their houses and: ‘compotinds situated therdin.~The- Archaology 0fficer
or a person. depunad by Him:shall then vigit' the’ ‘area and conduct exca-
vations, and all objacts discoversd in. such area. in courss of such
. exca.vatlons shall belo@ to Hz_s Ma;‘esty’s Gov:arrment. '

(3) In case any person o‘ostruc‘bs ‘the functions performsd in the protected
arga in accordanée with Sub-Ssction (2), he shall pay compensation to
His Majesty's Government ancl shall also te liable 'tcp a fme not exceed-

':LngRSSOOc}o - A | -

. 18. Irmunlty Of Governrrent, Erm oyses Functlomnc, Under This Act 4 o g

No court shall‘ entertam any euit clamlng cOmpe'nsation or otlar kind
of suit filed against any government smployee for any function performad
by him in good falth in the exercise of the powers ‘conf erred by thls Act

19. Judicial Jurlsdlctlon C

| Cases i‘:l.ned under the prov:z.sa.ons oi‘ “bhls Act shall be heard by tha o
Zonal Court, -

20. Autlon To Be Taken Accordmg To Current Nepal Law

In all matters provided for in this Act Bctlon shall be t&{en accordlngly,
and in other ma.ttars, the provisions of current Nepal la}r shall be complled .
with, . _ o _

Prcm.ded that.

~In 'the follomng cases, action shall be. taken as .md::.cated balnw-- -

Sne 196) ‘Judicial Administration (Miscellaneous Arrargemsnts) (Amendrent)
Act changed the term "District Cowrt" to "Zonal Court™h, Nepal Gazette,
Vol. 1k, No. 18B (Erbraordlmry), Merga 1, 2021 (Novembar , 196L).

' COntd. .
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{2) 4ny office or court, while teking action according to current
. Nepal law in respsct to ancient monuments or archeological objects,
" shall sersl such objects to the local officer for transmission to
tte Archeolegical Department of His Majesty's Government or any
place prascribed by that department, irrespective of whescaver
‘is the owner thereof, and nesd not take any action for ha.nds.ng
.over such objects to 'Ehe owier or aLCtloang thsm.

(o) The local officer shall evaluabe the value of such objects on the

- advice of a committee -of local people (Panchakriti) to determire
the amount involved, ‘and have such amount pald or real:.zed accord:m;z
to. current Nepal law._ : :

21, Powsr To Frame R‘ulas

{ - " His Ma.;;esty's Governmnt rm.y fwne rules in order to impiemant the_ |
objectivas of this. Acn. : : R, B

sl _'”_,..‘J"
B e T

(5.B.M.)




